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of the school from its ancient quarters in the town
to a site across the river. They bade farewell to
the historic figures of Polymathes and Philomathes
which had guarded their entrance, and to much old
tradition, but received in exchange the ampler ether
and diviner air of a splendid site looking down upon
the Severn. The move made possible all the later
development of the school, and it is difficult to be
sufficiently grateful to the prime mover. It need
hardly be said that it was accomplished in the face
of violent opposition from many of those who loved
the school most.

Such conservatism was not unnatural, and may be
thought to have been inculcated in youth, for there
existed a pleasant custom by which the Hall Crier (a
boy appointed in each house to give out notices of
general interest) was bidden to end his speech by
crying "God save the King, and down with the
Radicals! " I am bound to add that I noticed no
political effects of this ritual, any more than I had
found that Collegers were led to Popery by the fact
that they used to sing a hymn undoubtedly invoking
the prayers of Rex Henricus.

The new site was spacious, but not spacious
enough, and Shrewsbury's experience can be quoted
in support of those who maintain that no school has
ever regretted buying land in its vicinity: Eton is
among those which have had to pay in hard cash for
the lack of foresight displayed by their rulers, and
should never forget its debt of gratitude to those who